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PDGF and TGF-13 mediate collagen production by mesangial
cells exposed to advanced glycosylation end products
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PDGF and TGF.j mediate collagen production by mesangial cells
exposed to advanced glycosylation end products. Deposition of type III
collagen protein is increased when cultured rat mesangial cells are
cultured in media containing high glucose concentrations. Possible mech-
anisms for this effect include the production of growth factors, such as
PDGF and TGF-p, and the formation of abnormal glucose-protein
adducts called advanced glycosylation end products (AGEs). In our
studies, neutralizing antibodies to PDGF and TGF-f3 prevented increased
type III collagen deposition by mesangial cells exposed either to high
glucose media or to low glucose media containing AGEs. Daily addition of
PDGF or TGF-f3 stimulated type III collagen production. However, while
co-incubation with the TGF-/3 Ab prevented PDGF-stimulated type III
collagen production, the PDGF Ab did not prevent TGF-/3-stimulated
type III collagen production. Daily addition of PDGF or TGF-p stimu-
lated, while AGEs inhibited, mesangial cell proliferation after 96 hours.
We propose that high extracellular glucose and AGEs stimulate type III
collagen production by pathways that involve the intermediate formation
of PDGF and TGF-13 by mesangial cells. PDGF may increase type III
collagen production by stimulating the intermediate production of TGF-p.
Exposure to high glucose, AGEs, or TGF-13 also leads to impaired
mesangial cell proliferation. The autocrine effects of TGF-j3 and PDGF
play important roles in the effects of high extracellular glucose and AGEs
on cultured mesangial cells.
Diabetic nephropathy is characterized by the abnormal depo-
sition of matrix in the mesangium of the glomerulus, leading to
glomeruloscierosis and loss of glomerular function [1]. While this
expansion of matrix deposition is accompanied by a modest
expansion of mesangial cell number [21, it is the deposition of
abnormal amounts and types of matrix that are the hallmarks of
diabetic glomerular disease [3, 4]. Immunohistochemical exami-
nation of renal biopsies from individuals with diabetic nephropa-
thy reveals an increase in deposition of fibronectin, and type III
and IV collagen in the glomerular mesangium. These matrix
proteins are secreted by the cells of the glomerulus, including the
mesangial cells (mesangial cells) [5]. Mesangial cells cultured in
high glucose media (HG) produce increased amounts of matrix
components [6—8]. This effect of high glucose to stimulate matrix
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production is seen after 96 hours of incubation, suggesting a
possible role for intermediate compounds in mediating these
effects of glucose. Wolf et al have shown that exposure of
mesangial cells to high extracellular glucose leads to increased
expression of mRNA for transforming growth factor-31 (TGF-p),
and that neutralizing antibodies to TGF-f3 can reverse the inhibi-
tion of mesangial cell proliferation normally seen in response to
high glucose [9, 101. The investigators proposed that the increased
matrix formation produced by mesangial cells exposed to HG is
mediated by the autocrine effects of TGF-/3. This hypothesis is
supported by their later work [11] and by the work of Yamamoto
et al, demonstrating that the glomeruli of diabetic rats display
increased expression of mRNA for TGF-p [12]. Nakamura et al
have also shown that high glucose causes increased expression of
both TGF-/3 and platelet-derived growth factor-B chain (PDGF)
mRNA in the glomeruli of rats with streptozotocin-induced
diabetes [131.
Other researchers have focused their attention on the actions of
non-enzymatically glycosylated proteins called advanced glycosyl-
ation end products (AGEs) as possible intermediates in the effects
of high glucose. These products, formed when proteins are
exposed to high glucose concentrations, interact with a specific
class of cell-surface receptor found on several cell types, including
mesangial cells [14]. AGEs stimulate the production of PDGF by
monocytes [15], and Doi et al has proposed a role for PDGF in
mediating abnormal matrix synthesis by mesangial cells in re-
sponse to AGEs [16]. AGEs stimulate matrix production and
inhibit proliferation by mesangial cells [17, 181.
Because PDGF and TGF-p have been individually implicated
in the actions of high extracellular glucose and/or AGEs on
mesangial cells, a combined role for the two growth factors in the
effects of high extracellular glucose and AGEs on cultured
mesangial cells was examined. The effect of exogenous PDGF and
TGF-/3 on collagen deposition and cellular proliferation by me-
sangial cells was also assessed. Type III collagen deposition by
mesangial cells exposed to either high extracellular glucose or
AGEs was measured, in the presence and absence of neutralizing
antibodies to TGF-/3 and PDGF. Our results suggest that PDGF
and TGF-13 play important roles in the abnormal matrix produc-
tion by mesangial cells exposed to either high glucose or AGEs,
and that TGF-/3 is an important mediator of the effects of PDGF
on mesangial cell matrix production.
111
112 Throckmorton et al: Effect of AGEs on collagen production
Methods
Isolation and culture of mesangial cells
Mesangial cells were obtained from the isolated glomeruli of
young male rat kidneys according to previously described proto-
cols of sieving and centrifugation for the preparation of primary
mesangial cell culture [19, 20]. Our studies employed subcultures
of the fifth to eighth passages of mesangial cells grown at 37°C in
5% CO-95% air. Routine identification of the mesangial cells
was performed by indirect immunofluorescence microscopy using
antibodies against smooth muscle actin and Thy-1.1. The mesan-
gial cells were grown in Dulbecco's Modified Eagle Medium
(DMEM) containing 10% heat-inactivated fetal calf serum (FCS),
5 g/ml insulin, 5 .tg/ml transferrin, 5 ng/ml selenous acid, 10 mM
L-glutamine, 5 JIM sodium pyruvate, 5.5 mi glucose, 400 ng/mI
penicillin, 500 ng/ml streptomycin. Confluent cells were washed
twice with phosphate-buffered saline prior to the addition of the
experimental conditions. For matrix studies mesangial cells were
also cultured in 50 JIg/ml ascorbic acid, and 50 tg/ml -aminopro-
pionitrile [211.
Model system
Neutralizing antibodies directed against TGF-p and PDGF
were added individually and in combination to mesangial cells
incubated in 5.5 m glucose media containing 0.5% FCS (LG), 25
m glucose media containing 0.5% FCS (HG), or 5.5 m glucose
media containing 0.5% FCS and 50 JIg/ml AGEs (AGEs). After
treatment, the amount of type III collagen in the cell layers was
measured, reflecting changes in the balance between synthesis and
degradation of type III collagen by the mesangial cells. The results
were first expressed as micrograms of protein/DNA for each
experimental condition. Next, this ratio was compared in control
and stimulated cells, and the results expressed as a percent of the
control.
For all experiments the cells were plated at an initial density of
20,000 cells/well in 6-well plates (Falcon, Becton Dickinson Lab-
ware, Lincoln Park, NJ, USA). We used confluent, quiescent
mesangial cells in 0.5% FCS containing insulin. We chose these
conditions for several reasons. First, we were interested in study-
ing a model of non-insulin-dependent diabetes, in which insulin
concentrations are elevated, and so included insulin in the media.
The insulin induces a phenotypic change in mesangial cells in
culture, such that type III collagen production is increased [4].
Increased type III collagen has also been described in vivo in the
glomeruli of diabetic patients [221. Second, 0.5% FCS was used as
the minimal concentration of FCS that would allow prolonged
culture of mesangial cells without also markedly affecting matrix
synthesis. In measuring the effects of exogenous growth factors,
this low concentration of FCS also minimizes interference from
growth factors known to be present in serum (including PDGF).
Cell proliferation
For all proliferation studies, media was replaced every 48 hours,
and all test substances (such as 10% FCS, PDGF or TGF-/3) were
added in 20 d volume to obtain the desired concentration.
Control wells received only the appropriate vehicle solution. At
the time of harvesting, plates were washed with phosphate-
buffered saline and incubated in a 400 .tl mixture of trypsin/0.1%
EGTA for one hour at 37°C, which causes complete detachment
of cells. Detached cells were then resuspended with equal volumes
of 0.4% trypan blue, transferred to a counting chamber, and the
number of viable cells was counted (95% cell viability in all
experiments).
DNA content analysis
DNA content was analyzed by fluorometric measurement using
2'-[4-hydroxyphenyl]-5-[4-methyl-1-piperazinyl]-2,5 '-bi-benzimid-
azole [23]. Briefly, samples from cell layers were diluted with 2 M
NaC1 to a volume of 2 ml, and mixed with 1 JIg/ml of bisbenz-
imidazole. Fluorescence was then measured using a fluorocolo-
rimeter (American Instrument Co., Silver Springs, MD, USA).
Each assay was performed in duplicate, and a standard curve
constructed using a solution of known DNA concentration from
calf thymus DNA type 1.
Matrix production
For all experiments, media and cell layers were collected from
mesangial cells and stored at —80°C. Media was replaced for all
conditions every 48 hours. Cell layers were washed twice with
phosphate-buffered saline, then harvested in 1.0 ml of the follow-
ing buffer: 10 mivi Tris-HC1 (pH 7.4), 1 M urea, 1 mM dithiothreitol,
10 mM EDTA, and 5 .tg/ml aprotinin. Samples were assayed for
type III collagen using an ELISA inhibition assay previously
characterized in our laboratory [19, 24, 25]. Briefly, a rabbit
polyclonal antibody against type III collagen was incubated in
duplicate with serial dilutions of known concentrations of specific
collagens, and with cell layers or supernatants in 96 well plates.
The addition of glucose, fetal calf serum or cell layer digests had
no effect on the linearity, sensitivity, or specificity of the assay. The
mixtures were then transferred to collagen-coated plates and
incubated. After reaction, the plates were washed and incubated
with goat anti-rabbit IgG antibody. Pre-formed avidin-biotin
peroxidase complex was then applied to each well. After washing
thoroughly, the color reaction was developed with 0-phenylenedi-
amine dihydrochloride (0.4 mg/ml) with 0.03% H202 in phos-
phate/citrate buffer. After development, the reaction was stopped
with 2 M H2S04 and analyzed by automatic ELISA reader (Flow
Laboratory, Richmond, VA, USA).
AGE production
AGEs were formed by incubating BSA with glucose 6-phos-
phate as described previously [14, 26]. After incubation for at least
three weeks in 5% C02/95% air at 37°C, the proteins were filtered
and then dialyzed overnight against phosphate-buffered saline
(PBS) to remove non-reacted glucose 6-phosphate. Fluorescence
of the AGE products was then determined using a Perkin-Elmer
fluorescence spectrometer. Measuring fluorescence of the result-
ing glycation products, AGEs fluorescence averaged 55 fluores-
cence U/mg versus 0.6 for BSA. AGEs were stored at —20°C until
use. For the studies described below, AGEs were then used at a
concentration of 50 jig/mi, which our preliminary experiments
determined to be a maximal stimulating dose for matrix forma-
tion. In all experiments with AGEs, control cells were incubated
with equal amounts of BSA. The addition of either BSA incubated
at 37°C in PBS for three weeks or fresh BSA had similar effects on
mesangial cell proliferation and matrix production.
Materials
DMEM, FCS, insulin, penicillin, and streptomycin were ob-
tained from GIBCO (Grand Island, NY, USA). Type III collagen,
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Table 1. Effect of neutralizing antibodies of PDGF and TGF-B on
collagen III production stimulated by 7 days exposure to TGF-/3 or
PDGF
Growth factor No Ab +PDGF Ab +TGF-13 Ab
Controlt 100 102 19 86 8C
PDGF 189 32C 110 26 94 27
TGF-p 214 23C 193 19 121 21
Results are expressed as percentage of collagen III in the cell layer of
control cells, measured by ELISA. Results are averages of at least three
experiments performed in duplicate.
All growth factors and antibodies were added to control media
containing 5.5 mM glucose and 0.5% FCS.
P < 0.05 vs. control cells
Fig. 1. Effect of exposure to neutralizing antibodies to PDGF and TGF-13
for seven days on the amount of collagen III in mesangial cell layers. Data are
from at least three experiments performed in duplicate. Symbols are: (LII)
LG; (•) LG + PDGF Ab; () LG + TGF Ab. *p < 0.05 vs. control.
ascorbic acid, calf thymus DNA type 1, and /3-aminopropionitrile
were purchased from Sigma (St. Louis, MO, USA). Polyclonal
antiserum to type III collagen was provided by Dr. J. Madri (Yale
University). Neutralizing antibody to PDGF-AB, and the growth
factors PDGF-BB, and TGF-/31 were purchased from Upstate
Biotechnologies Inc. (Upsala, NY, USA). Neutralizing antibody
to TGF-/3 (recognizing type 1), was purchased from R&D Systems
(Minneapolis, MN, USA). Based on the manufacturer's sugges-
tions, PDGF-AB antibody was used at a concentration of 25
xg/ml, and TGF-p antibody was used at concentration of 10
.g/ml.
Statistical analysis
All data are expressed as mean SD. Groups were compared
using ANOVA and Fisher's post-hoc test performed on raw data.
Differences were considered significant at P values < 0.05.
Results
Effect of neutralizing antibodies on matrix formation by mesangial
cells stimulated by either high extracellular glucose (HG) or AGEs
First, the effect of the neutralizing antibodies against PDGF
and TGF-f3 on baseline collagen production was assessed (Fig. 1,
Table 1). The results for these and all subsequent experiments
were first expressed as tg protein/jxg DNA for each experimental
condition. Next, this ratio was compared in control and stimulated
cells, and the results expressed as a percent of the control, After
seven days, there was significantly less type III collagen in the cell
layers of mesangial cells exposed to the TGF-f3 antibody than in
cell layers from control mesangial cells in LG media alone. The
addition of the PDGF antibody had no effect on baseline collagen
production. The addition of an antibody against IgG likewise had
no effect on collagen production.
Next, the effect of the neutralizing antibodies on collagen
deposition by mesangial cells exposed to HG was examined. When
mesangial cells were exposed to HG for seven days the amount of
type III collagen in the cell layer was 205 19% of the amount
produced by mesangial cells grown in LG (N = 24,P < 0.00 1; Fig.
2). The addition of neutralizing antibodies to either PDGF or
TGF-13 significantly inhibited this effect of HG. The addition of
PDGF and TGF-13 antibodies together reduced type III collagen
protein in the cell layer to levels 42 26% below the amount in
the cell layers of mesangial cells in LG (N 8, P < 0.05). These
effects required that the neutralizing antibodies be added daily for
at least five days.
The effect of the antibodies on type III collagen production
stimulated by AGEs was also examined. When mesangial cells
were exposed to AGEs in LG for seven days the amount of type
III collagen in the cell layer was 253 31% of the amount
produced by mesangial cells grown in LG (N = 24, P < 0.001; Fig.
3). The addition of a neutralizing antibody to PDGF or TGF-f3
prevented this increased collagen production. However, the addi-
tion of both antibodies together had no greater effect on type III
collagen production than that of either antibody added alone.
Like the effect of HG, AGEs caused increased type III collagen in
the cell layer after only five days.
Effect of TGF-13 and PDGF on type III collagen production by
mesangial cells
The effect of the two growth factors on matrix formation by
mesangial cells growth in LG media was examined. When PDGF
10 ng/ml was added daily for seven days, type III collagen protein
in the cell layer was 164 26% of mesangial cells in LG alone
(Fig. 4; N = 12, P < 0.05). The addition of 1 ng/ml TGF-/3 daily
for seven days increased type III collagen in the cell layer to 181
14% of the amount produced by mesangial cells in LG alone
(N = 16, P < 0.05). When both growth factors were added
simultaneously, type III collagen in the cell layer was increased to
270 44% of cells in LG (N = 10, P < 0.05). Mesangial cells
exposed to the combination of PDGF and TGF-13 produced
significantly more type III collagen than did cells in HG, but not
significantly more than the amount produced by cells exposed to
either PDGF or TGF-13 alone. No significant increase in the
amount of type III collagen present in the cell layer in response to
either PDGF or TGF-f3 was seen before five days, and the growth
factors had to be added every 24 hours to stimulate type III
collagen production. The addition of higher doses of PDGF (up to
100 nglml) or TGF-f3 (up to 10 nglml) had no additional effect on
type III collagen present in the cell layer. Insulin was not required
in the media for PDGF and TGF-J3 to stimulate type III collagen
production. Significant increases in type III collagen were mea-
sured after four days of exposure to TGF-/3 or PDGF.
To further study the interaction between these two growth
factors, the effect of neutralizing antibodies to PDGF or TGF-/3
on collagen synthesis stimulated by PDGF and TGF-13 was
studied. As expected, co-incubation with the PDGF antibody
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Fig. 3. Effect of neutralizing antibodies to PDGF and TGF-J3 on the
increased collagen III in mesangial cell layers exposed to AGEs for seven
days. Data are from three experiments, each performed in duplicate.
Symbols are: (L) LG; () LG + AGEs; (U) LG + AGEs + PDGF Ab;() LU + AGEs + TGF-f3 Ab; (U) LG + AGEs + PDGF/TGF-f3 Abs.
< 0.05 vs. control.
entirely inhibited PDGF-stimulated increases in type III collagen,
and co-incubation with the TGF-f3 antibody prevented the in-
creased type III collagen production seen when TGF-f3 was added
alone. Addition of the anti-TGF-f3 antibody along with PDGF
inhibited the expected increase in type III collagen production.
This suggests an intermediate role for TGF-p in the effects of
PDGF. However, since TGF-j3 antibody also inhibits baseline type
III collagen production (Table 1) the inhibitory effect of TGF-/3
antibody on PDGF-stimulated collagen production was not sta-
tistically significant (0.05 < P < 0.1). The addition of the
anti-PDGF antibody failed to inhibit TGF-f3-induced type III
collagen deposition (Table 1).
Effect of chronic exposure to PDGF and TGF-13 on mesangial cell
proliferation
To investigate whether the combination of these same two
growth factors might also mimic the diabetic glomerular lesion by
inducing a slow proliferation of mesangial cells, we next compared
cell number and DNA content in control (LG) cells with mesan-
gial cells exposed to high glucose (HG), PDGF and/or TGF-13 for
up to 96 hours (Tables 2 and 3). The effect of exposure to AGEs,
50 pg/mI, for up to 96 hours on cell number was also measured.
Growth factors or AGEs were added daily. As has been described
before, after 24 hours TGF-13 inhibited, while HG or PDGF
stimulated, proliferation. However, exposure to HG or TGF-13 for
72 to 96 hours was associated with decreased cell number and
DNA content. For instance, after 96 hours, cell number from
mesangial cells exposed to TGF-13, 1 ng/ml, was 17% below paired
mesangial cells exposed only to 0.5% FCS (N = 12, P < 0.05).
Compared with control, treatment with PDGF +TGF- de-
creased cell number by 36%, and DNA content by 12% after 96
hours (N = 8 for both experiments, P < 0.05). Proliferation of
cells exposed to AGEs for 96 hours, measured by cell counting,
was 76 12% of control (N> 12, P < 0.05).
Discussion
This work investigated the effects of high glucose, AGEs and
growth factors on type III collagen, an important interstitial
collagen in the mesangium in diabetes [4]. We hypothesized that
high glucose and AGEs stimulate the production of PDGF and
TGF-131, and that the combination of PDGF and TGF-J31 then
causes abnormal mesangial cell proliferation and matrix produc-
tion, mimicking the diabetic glomerulus. Our data support this
hypothesis, and also indicate that other factors, in particular the
presence of AGEs in the extracellular matrix, have important
roles in regulating collagen deposition and proliferation by
mesarigial cells exposed to high extracellular glucose.
To examine the effect of glucose, AGEs and growth factors on
collagen, we measured total type III collagen in the cell layer,
which represents the net effect of changes in rates of production
and degradation. Other investigators have reported important
changes in both production and degradation of matrix by mesan-
gial cells in high glucose [27—29]. In our experiments, we sought to
measure the balance of the two processes. The addition of a
neutralizing antibody to TGF-p reduces the amount of type III
collagen produced by mesangial cells in low glucose media
containing 0.5% FCS, suggesting that the autocrine production of
TGF-/3 by mesangial cells plays a role in stimulating baseline
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Fig. 2. The effect of neutralizing antibodies to PDGF and TGF-p on the
increased collagen III in mesangial cell layers exposed to 25 mM glucose for
seven days. Data are from five experiments, each performed in duplicate.
Symbols are: () LG; () HG; (U) HG + PDGF Ab; () HG + TGF-13
Ab; (U) HG + PDGFJTGF-p Abs. P < 0.05 vs. control.
Fig. 4. The effect of PDGF and TGF-13 on the amount of collagen III in
mesangial cell layers. Data are from four experiments, each performed in
duplicate. Symbols are: (LI) LG; () LU + PDGF; (U) LG + TGF-13; (0)
LU + PDGF + TGF-13. < 0.05 vs. control.
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Condition 24 hrs 48 hrs 72 hrs 96 hrs
None' 100 100 100 100
HOC 151 0.23' 1.10 0.19 0.79 0.18 0.81 020d
TGF-/3
PDGF
0.74 017d
2.06 019d
0.80 008d
1.01 0.18
0.82 013d
1.1 0.19
0.83 ÷ 008d
1.09 0.18
PDGF
+TGF-13 1.48 0.09" 0.77 0.15" 0.76 009" 0.64 0.16"
AGEs 1.09 0.14 1.3 0.23 0.91 0.08 0.76 0.12"
Results are expressed as percentage of cell count for paired control.
Cells were plated at an initial density of 7000/cm2. Results are averages of
at least three experiments performed in duplicate.
b Growth factors and AGEs were added to control media containing 5.5
m glucose + 0.5% FCS; PDGF: 5 nglml, TGF-13: 1 ngjml, AGEs: 50
gIml.
C High glucose media containing 0.5% FCS; see Methods for detailsdP < 0.05 vs. control cells
collagen production in 0.5% FCS. Such an effect is not seen for
the PDGF antibody, which suggests that autocrine production of
PDGF (along with the small amount of PDGF present in 0.5%
FCS) does not influence baseline collagen production by mes-
angial cells.
Neutralizing antibodies to either PDGF or TGF-/3 are able to
inhibit the increased matrix formation stimulated by either high
glucose or AGEs (Figs. 2 and 3). The addition of both antibodies
together inhibits the stimulated-type III collagen production by
the mesangial cells exposed to high glucose, lowering the amount
of type III collagen in the cell layer to less than the amount
produced by control mesangial cells. Both antibodies together
also have a greater effect than either antibody alone. In contrast,
while the addition of both antibodies prevents AGEs from
increasing the amount of type III collagen in the cell layer, both
antibodies together do not cause further inhibition of type III
collagen production than either antibody alone. While these
results support a role for both PDGF and TGF-J3 in mediating
both AGE- and glucose-induced matrix production by mesangial
cells, they suggest that AGEs may stimulate matrix production, in
part, through pathways which are independent of autocrine
PDGF and TGF-p release. Using soluble AGEs, we were able to
separate the effects of HG from those of AGEs. While this would
not normally occur in the glomerulus in vivo, the presence of
AGEs might be expected to amplify the effects of high glucose on
growth factor production, and, thus, on matrix production.
We are also able to mimic the effects of high glucose or AGEs
on type III collagen deposition by adding PDGF and/or TGF-/3 to
mesangial cells. The effects of exogenous growth factors may not
be equivalent to the effects of locally produced growth factors for
several reasons. The concentration of an exogenous growth factor
is highest immediately after it is added. Also, locally produced
factors may have much smaller variation in their levels from hour
to hour. Finally, TGF-f3 is released in an inactive form whose
activation may be regulated, while exogenous TGF-J3 is constitu-
itively active. Our data using exogenous growth factors do corre-
late with our results using neutralizing antibodies. Additionally,
other laboratories have demonstrated increased matrix produc-
tion by mesangial cells upon stimulation with TGF-13 [30—341.
Table 3. Effects of high glucose, PDGF, and TGF-13 on DNA content;
growth factors were added daily for 24 to 96 hours as indicateda
Condition 24 hrs 48 hrs 72 hrs 96 hrs
Control" 2.62 0.6 2.5 0.5 3.15 0.6 2.69 0.7
HGC 4.62 0.8" 4.62 1.2" 2.13 0.9 1.63 07d
TGF-/3 2.38 1.1 1.0 0.4" 1.81 06d 1.0 05d
PDGF 2.88 0.6 3.69 0.9" 3.44 0.5 2.94 0.3
PDGF
+TGF-13 2.83 1.0 1.56 0.8" 0.94 0.2" 0.88 01d
a Results are expressed as percentage of DNA content (pg/well). Cells
were plated at an intial density of 7000/cm2. Results are averages of at
least three experiments performed in duplicate.h Growth factors were added to control media containing 5.5 mrt
glucose + 0.5% FCS. Growth factor concentrations: PDGF 5 ng/ml;
TGF-3 1 ng/ml.
C High glucose media containing 0.5% FCS; see Methods for details.dP < 0.05 vs. control cells
Both mesangial cells and osteoclasts have also been shown to
increase matrix production in response to PDGF [35, 36].
While PDGF-stimulated matrix formation is inhibited by co-
incubation with the TGF-/3 antibody, the converse is not true
(Table 1). These results suggest that a major part of the effect of
PDGF on matrix production is via the stimulation of TGF-f3
production by the mesangial cells. As has been described previ-
ously, PDGF stimulates PDGF mRNA expression by mesangial
cells [371. Other investigators have shown that the addition of
TGF-f3 to mesangial cells increases PDGF-B-chain and PDGF-B
receptor mRNA expression, while the addition of PDGF or
TGF-p for six hours did not increase TGF-13 mRNA expression
[38, 39]. In other cell systems, the addition of either PDGF or
TGF-p have been reported to increase TGF-f3 mRNA expression
[40, 41]. In the mesangial cells, the effects of the growth factors
may require incubation periods longer than six hours. In support
of a critical role for PDGF in collagen production, however, the
neutralizing antibody to PDGF alone blocks the effects of high
glucose and AGEs on collagen production. The intermediate
production of PDGF may be critical for maximal production of
TGF-/3 in response to either high glucose or AGEs.
PDGF, TGF-p, and AGEs also affect mesangial cell prolifera-
tion in culture. The daily addition of TGF-13, alone and in
combination with PDGF, inhibited mesangial cell proliferation,
similar to the effect of long-term (> 48 hr) exposure to high
glucose. This effect of TGF-13 was seen on both cell number and
in DNA content. In contrast, Haberstroh et al showed that
exposure to TGF-13 for 48 to 72 hours stimulates the proliferation
of subconfluent mesangial cells, which was associated with an
increase in PDGF-B chain and PDGF-13 receptor mRNA expres-
sion [38]. The reasons for the different results are not apparent,
but may relate to differences in the model used. Haberstroh and
colleagues added TGF-/3 once, and then measured cell number
and 3H-thymidine uptake on subconfluent mesangial cells in late
passage, while we added TGF-p daily to early passage cells. In
agreement with out findings, Wolf et al have shown that neutral-
izing antibodies to TGF-f3 reverse the impaired mesangial cell
proliferation caused by high glucose [9]. The effect of long-term
exposure to HG on mesangial cell proliferation is controversial,
and appears to depend critically on the model system used [6, 17,
Table 2. Effects of PDGF, TGF-13, and AGEs on cell number; growth
factors and AGEs were added daily for 24 to 96 hours as indicateda
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18, 19]. Our model differs from those previously used by minimiz-
ing the concentration of FCS, in order to study the effects of the
individual growth factors and AGEs.
Our findings reinforce the complexity of the responses of
mesangial cells to high extracellular glucose. The interplay of
several factors, including PDGF, TGF-13, and the abnormal
glucose-protein adducts AGEs, determine the deposition of col-
lagen and the rate of proliferation by mesangial cell exposed to
high glucose.
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